Pray for the Persecuted Christians in
China

Remember the prisoners as if chained with them - those who are mistreated -
since you yourselves are in the Body also.
(Hebrews 13:3)

China

Total Population: 1,439,323,776
Self-Proclaimed Christian Population: 9% — Evangelical Witness: 8%
Largest Religion: Non-Religious: 44%
Death Rate: 8.2/1000 per year: Just today: 32,335

Chinese Presbyterian Church's Website
Shut Down by the Government

05/03/2022 China (International Christian Concern) - A Presbyterian church that
is not sanctioned by the Chinese government has become the latest victim of
China's tightened control of cyberspace for religious groups.

Xinguang Presbyterian Church in Shanghai city was already listed as an illegal
social organization by the government in July 2021. With Beijing's latest ban on
unauthorized online religious activities that came into effect in March, in April,



the church was among the ten illegal social organizations whose websites were
scheduled to be shut down.

According to China Aid, on April 12, the WeChat public account of "The Shape
of China's Social Organization" revealed that the Ministry of Civil Affairs, Office
of the Central Cyberspace Affairs Commission, and Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology have continued to crack down on illegal social
organizations in accordance with the government's directives. The joint
operation has cleared the websites and the media accounts of the ten illegal
social organizations.

As China continues to wrestle with the pandemic and restricts Christian
activities throughout the country, even provinces that have COVID-19 under
control are affected. Yet it is still rare for the Ministry of Civil Affairs to publicly
disband a church as an illegal social organization. Xinguang Presbyterian
Church's case stands out since most unsanctioned house churches have been
clamped down at a local level.



